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It was only the second time paratroopers had been involved in an attack
during the war. The first timne was the attack on Scla airfield Apri! 9th
1940. At Sola, it was all over in a short time. At Dombas Norweagian and

German forces were fighting for four days. On Friday April 19th the
Germans surrendered.

-The fighting effort at Dombéas was of imense importance for the whole
military strategy in Norway at that time and it boosted Norway's
reputation in the rest of the world, former chief of the armed forces,
general Sverre Hamre told.

-For the rest of us who fought in orher parts of the country, the victory
was a real inspiration, although the number of dead and wounded
soldiers frightened us.

Hamre was in charge of the seremony when the new memorial park was
inaugurated at Dombas on Saturday, commemorating the events of those
April-days in 1940. In the presence of the King, three memorial stones
were uncovered: one for the 29 Norwegians who died in the battle at
Dombas, one for the American captain William Losey, who was killed
during the German air raid on Aprii 21. and one for the sufferings of the
local population at Dombas during those five years of war.

It was the former U.S.ambassador Mark Evans Austad, who got the idea
to commemorate those who lost their lives at Dombas. But he wanted to
create a memorial place where people could come and comptenplate
and seek peace in their struggle with to-morrow’s problems.

- I have no words for this day, he said, neither in Norwegian nor in
English.

The present U.S. ambassador in Norway, Robert Douglas Stuart jr.,
uncovered the memorial tribute to his fellow countryman, captain

Losey. Losey, who was U.S. military attache, came over from Finland and
was supposed to join the U.S. ambassador who travelled in -
Gudbrandsdalen (the valley between Lillehammer and Dombas) at the



-

{0)9"% time, escaping from Oslo. Losay was killed by the German air raid and
~ he was thus the first American officer to be killed during W.W.2.

- No one ¢an understand what these memorial stones and this park
mean and symbolize for the relationship between our two countries,
ambassador Stuart told. He also asked for the memorial park to reflect

the efforts being done to-day to prevent what happened in 1940 to
happen again.
The two other memorial stones were uncovered by general Granviken

on behalf of the chief of staff, and of the Mayor of Dombas, Arne Kire
Os.

Five hours after the German paratrooper's attack in 1940, the King, the
Crown Prince and three Ministers passed through Dombds in a railway
car. They were under way to Otta under top secret conditions.

On this Saturday, a smiling King was welcomed by a cheering crowd.
They greeted him with flowers, applause and cheers, and one of the
locals shouted "Valkomen at Dovre" (Welcome to Dovre (the mountain
area surrounding Dombas)). After the opening seremony the King met
with 28 war veterans who had contributed to the victory at Dombas.
Several of them wanted a short talk with the King and one of them
wanted to ask the King if he could remember a maid from one of the

mountain farms which he had greeted in 1940. Yes, said the King, - [ can
remember that.
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DCMBAS MEIMORIAL P ARK

A SHORT HISTORICAL BACXGROUND

Dombds was, and iz, a central road apnd rail junetien linking
west and Fast Ncoxrway, and Seuth and Northk Nerway, and both
sides in tha war had early had their attention focused on the
area. The Norwegian and allied forces had te hold Dovre and
Dombas To be azle to transport troops and suppliss from the
west and to the scuth, while the Germans on their side nad to
de everything teo obstruct the transport ¢f such
reinfsrcemants.

The first 5 days after the outbreak of the war traffic thrcocugh
Doxmbds continued more or less as usual. A small battalisn cf
the Mcre Infantry Regiment no. 1l was deployed t2 Dombids ¢n
April 13., as sabctage against tha railway- system was feared,
as well as air a® A0S LRa-5Tation-—a28a \yk TR e
DIt ‘ Sfra-ERe(-EL T2 ely, as paradhum = -
r=only-=been-used-once-beforewmr—w

Sunday April 14, what was fsared, but thought net likely,
happenad. 15-18 German Junkar 532 airplanes flew ovar Dcocmbds

center and dropped thasir carge of parachute trocps and
equipment.

Mest cf the troops wers shet or captured during the night and
the next day, but close to 70 trecps gathared round their

leader Lieutenant Colonel Herbert Schnid: 5-6 kilometars south
of whera we ares ncw.

The attack came as a big surprise on this Sunday afternocn.
The intention probably was to jump as close to the Dembis
Staticn as pessible, but machine guns were grouped as anti-
aircraft defense, so that mest of the aircraft maintained a
raspectable distance from this central target.

It is in this connection a little frightening to remember that
only S hours before King Haakon and Crown Prince Olav had
traveiled by train through Dombds on the way from Eierkinn to
Otta. ZLater in the day, and probably in view of the
deve.cpments at Dombds, King Haakon spoke to the Nerwegian
pecpls over the radio, and ended his speach like this:

"I ask you all to honor and preserve the nemery of thosa whe
have already given their lives for this country. -
May God preserve and prctect Norway."

plex




rcay Apriil 2l., =xe day the German air attaciks started, a v
Cartain in the U.S. Army Air Corps and military attache at “he

Amer.can Lecation was ¢n his wav santh i= #ha rallar Mis sew
Wwas lcaded cn a rallway car, and the train was raady for

-

derarture when the air raid commenced, Captain Rcher=s ~gsev,

- i

which was The a%tache's nama, toek shelter in <ha tunnel

tegether with a number of cthex sersons. As a military exgert
anc =2specially as a pilet he preracly wanted ts £ind cut what
was appening during the attack, and was pronakly tce c¢leose to
the tunnel opening. A bomb detona=ad just cutside, and
Capzain Losev was hi* and killed instantly. He therafors
beczne the first Amarican in military service ts ke killad in
World Vet II.

In <he days that followed the air raids econ=inued wit

.h

.
damage to the railway and the read system, but with more
Killzd and wounded Nerwegian scldiers.

ASotre worst
The =2ffort that was carried out at Dovre was of invaluakle
{aportance to tiae campaign in Nerway, and for Norway's
reputation in the rest of the werld.

These who fought in cther parss of the country recaived daily
repcrts of the Nerwegian progress, and it was a great
inspiration for +hem when the victory at Domkds was a fact,
even if they als¢c shuddered at what the victory had cost in
killed and wounced.

cRRReREeRaRpassader to Norway, Mack EZvans Austad, tock |
tl8 Initlative to establish a Memorial Park at Dombas, parzly |
tc remember those who gave their lives here, and partly so |
that the pcpulation irn the community and others whe visited

could have a2 place where they could remeber the tragic times

that I have described, and partly so that avervbedy could have

a place to meditate and let their thoughts run free; and hers

clese to the memcrial and cleose to the chursh seek an inner

peace that cculd helr meet the problame of tomerraw.

It was Mark Austad's wish that everybody that visited this
place of memory, regardlass of naticnality, race or - reiigion,
stould be filled by a sense of goodness towards his fellow

teing, and ke lifted up to being a more conscientious human
being.

The Memorial Park is therefors not only a milikary memorial,
but alse a memorial to =he sufferings, hardships and scrravs
that the ordinary man and woman, their children and =he cl2
suffsr in times of war.

As you see thera are raised 3 memcrial stones, and I shall
reac the text that iz carved on each of thecse.
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I IN MZMCRY OF THOSE NCRWEGIANS WHC GAVE THEIR LIVES DURING
THE FIGHTING AT DCMBAS 14.4 = 27.4 = 1940. HIRT AR:
LISTED THE NAMES OF THE 25 NCRWZIGIANS WHO LOST THEIR
LIVES.

II =N MEMORY OF CAPTAIN ROBERT LCSEY U.S. ARMY AIR CORES
XRILLED IN ACTION AT DCMBAS 21. APRIL 1940, THE FIRST
AMERICAN SZRVICIMAN TO GIVI HIS LIFE FCR KIS COUNTRY
IN WORLD WAR II. ;

III 1IN MEMORY OF THEZ TOIL, THE SORROW, THZ SUFFIRINGS AND
THE HARDSHIPS THAT TEE PEOPLE IN TEE COMMUNITY OF DCVRE
LIVED THROUGHE DURING THE LONG WAR YEARS 1940 = 1845,

MAY IT NZVER HAPPEN AGAIN.
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Dombés Memorial Park

April 21, 1990

We have assembled here today to honor the 29 brave Norwegians who lost
their lives in the defense of Dovre in April 1940, to remember the suffering
of the.entire population of. this area during the five years of German
occupation, and to commemorate the death of Captain Robert Moffat Losey,
the first American serviceman in the uniform of his country to die in the
Second World War. Captain Losey’s sacrifice was followed by the battle
deaths of 292,131 Americans later in the war.

The United States has always honored the courage and sacrifices of the
Norwegian people from the beginning of the war. The words of President
Roosevelt as he presented a destroyer to Norway in 1942 eloquently express
this: "If there are still some people who don’t know why we are fighting

this war, look to Norway. If there are still some people thinking that the

war could have been avoided, look to Norway. And if there are still some

people who have any doubts about democracy’s will to win, I say again, look

to Norway.




On April 21, 1940, Captain Losey was standing inside a railway tunnel at
Dombés, his car loaded on the train, as the enemy planes dropped their
bombs. Captain Losey was an Army Air Attache and special aide to the
American Ambassador (actually Minister in 1940) to Norway, Florence
Harriman, who was leading the evacuation by land of the American
diplomatic staff into Swedep. On April 19, Captain Losey had said to
Ambaséador Harriman: "I certainly don’t want to be killed." But that did
not stop him from volunteering to try to locate the Norwegian General Staff
and help support the spouses and children of the American Consulate staff,
who had fled Oslo for a mountain area north of Lillehammer.

Captain Losey did not have to expose himself to the danger of the bombs,
but he chose to move away from the protection of the wall of the tunnel in
order to observe better the enemy’s tactics and weapons of war. In one
instant, he was dead; a piece of shrapnel had pierced his heart.

A human heart can be pierced by shrapnel, or bullets or bombs, but the
heart beat of a people can never be destroyed. The heart and the spirit of
the Norwegian people and the. American people survived and prevailed,':alnd

we feel that heart and spirit as we stand here today.
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Just as Captain Losey is now forever linked with Dombds, the United States

and Norway are forever linked in friendship and remembrance. And this
simple but beautiful Memorial Park will forever link most fittingly its primary
founders, American Ambassador Mark Austad and Norwegian Commanding
General Sverre Hamre.

On behalf of President Bush and the American people, I join with all of you
here t.o'day in honoring the heroes of April 1940.

And I close with the most fitting words of King Olav’s father - uttered in this

very valley 50 years ago:

King Haakon VII
"[ thank all those who are today with me and the Government, and who are
fighting at their posts of duty for the independence and preservation of

Norway.

"[ pray you all to treasure the memory of those who have already given their

lives for this country.

"God protect Norway." (And, may I add, the United States of America.)




